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MOVING        FORWARD
Opportunities for PEF and CSOs

The government had a plan... 
but the situation had become 
a case of “too little too late”.

Public Health Implications of COVID-19
Dr. Ezperanza Cabral
Former DOH and DSWD Secretary

PHL COVID19 
Cases highest in 
Southeast Asia

The COVID-19 pandemic 
exacerbated the situation of 
the poorest communities in 
the world, bringing social 
hardship and devastating 
economies across countries.

We are still playing catch-up 
with the response in the 
pandemic. The government 
and the public have lost the 
opportunity to control the 
pandemic early on. 

Catch-up Game
Know the enemy
Treat the sick
Protect health workers
Protect the citizenry

Out of the four imperatives in 
fighting COVID-19, numbers 
show that many health 
workers are being neglected.

Overwhlemed
Healthcare 
Workers

Waiting for the vaccine is not a sound
strategy to fight COVID-19. Despite 
fast-tracking of research, the earliest 
roll-out of a potential vaccine is 
second quarter of 2021. 

Is vaccine THE answer? What to do now?
DO MORE OF THE SAME. At Scale, with 
Speed, and Everyone Working Together.

- Prevent
- Test and surveil
- Trace and isolate

- Treat and rehabilitate
- Prepare for the 
  next pandemic

Implications of COVID-19 Pandemic to the 
Socio-economic Trends in the Philippines

Dr. Roland Mendoza
Dean, Ateneo School of Government

Slowing down of the 
economy brought by the 
health crisis is expected to 
exacerbate poverty and 
hunger problems already
existing pre-COVID.

Massive economic contraction and reduction of welfare are being 
experienced because of the Philippines’ continuing inability to 
relax lockdown protocols.

16.5% GDP dip
Lowest since 1980s

Leaders who understand the root cause of the problem and are 
innovative enough to enhance the adaptability of communities 
to the pandemic are critical to COVID-19 response success.

Php18 Billion

1.5M Filipinos

Daily amount the national 
economy loses when in 
lockdown

are prone to slide back to 
poverty - PIDS, August 2020

           of businesses 
are likely to close 
according to DTI

26%

10M
Number of workers who may 
lose jobs this year - DOLE, 
May 20, 2020

5.2M families
have gone hungry 
during lockdown 
- SWS, July 20, 2020

                Populism stifles society’s        
                ability to respond to the 
                pandemic. Social cohesion, 
    trust and inclusion are weakened 
    under populist regimes.

Pre-existing inequalities 
are worsened by the 
pandemic - high cost of 
medical attention, digital 
divide, and access to basic 
services.

PEF is conducting a series of dialogues to be better informed with the changing 
context brought about by the Covid-19 pandemic and its implications to PEF and 
civil society organizations.
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